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Main Street
Midway City 2023 General Plan

o Develop Alternative Routes - Many of the trips along Main Street are “through trips”
where the vehicle is moving from one end of the community to the other without
stopping. Midway can remove many of those trips by making other east-west corridors
more attractive to motorists.

o Walkability - Many of the visitors to the main core are within close proximity. As
planned trails and pedestrian corridors throughout the City are built, citizens and
visitors will become less reliant on vehicles to access the area.

o Crossings - Even at today’s traffic levels,
crossing Main Street can be difficult. To
promote a pedestrian friendly
atmosphere, street treatments such as
bulb outs, textured pavement and well-
defined crosswalks will slow motorists
and make pedestrians feel more secure.

o Coordination - Since Main Street is a
state route, owned and operated by
UDOT, coordination and cooperation are
essential to managing traffic.

Historic Preservation - Remembering its
history through the preservation of historic
structures is very important to Midway
residents. Many of these homes and
businesses are along Main Street and
contribute greatly to its character. However,
pressure to redevelop or remove these
structures will increase as growth occurs along
the corridor. A balance of preservation,
redevelopment and reuse must be found.
Historic preservation ordinances should be
flexible enough to allow the modifications that
allow realistic use of the property while
preserving the character of the structure.




Main Street
Midway City 2023 General Plan

Parking — Parking is quickly becoming a significant issue along the corridor. The City, in
concert with businesses can use several strategies to alleviate this problem.

1. Modify parking requirements by possibly decreasing the number of stalls required in
conjunction with the creation of public parking lots.

2. Encourage businesses to develop shared parking partnerships that combine parking and
reduce overall land consumption

3. Explore creating community parking lots in strategic locations, preferably in the middle of
the blocks, that can be funded through user fees, grants and funds from commercial
development that pay for parking stalls in public lots instead of building their own off-street
parking.

4. Develop good pedestrian access to Main Street from other parts of Midway to help
reduce the number of vehicles that require parking stalls.

Open Space - The strategic location
of open spaces along the corridor
draws pedestrians to the area and
encourages them to stay longer.
These can be parks, patios, plazas,
playgrounds and natural open
space. It is important to encourage
the preservation of the traditional
pastures that have been used for
grazing livestock along Main Street,
possibly using open space bond
funds to help conserve the
properties. Preserving some of the
open space parcels along Main
Street will help maintain the small
town and village feel of Midway
which is a main goal of the General
Plan.
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Design — Using proper design standards such as staggered setbacks, staggered rooflines,
storefronts size, building volume, fenestration, and placement will improve the overall
appearance and walkability. Authentic designs and materials should be required. Please
see Midway City design and architectural guidelines for more information.

Transition — As the community grows and demand for commercial property increases,
properties along Main Street will continue to change. Many residential structures and other
historic properties will transition to other uses. Guiding this transition in harmony with
historic preservation, economic growth and community character is very important to the
City. Every effort should be made to preserve historic structures to help maintain the
unigueness of Midway. Several residences have transitioned to commercial use and this
trend will continue. Once a residence transitions to commercial, the City should consider
and develop design criteria to help promote the goals of the General Plan.
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Main Street Goals and Guidelines

GOAL 1:

Objective 1:

Guideline 1:

Guideline 2:

Guideline 3:

Guideline 4:

Guideline 5:

Guideline 6:

The most powerful and lasting image associated with Midway is Main

Street so we need to preserve Main Street as the economic, architectural, and
historical heart of the community which is a destination for residents,
tourists, and visitors.

This commercial core should be developed as a distinctive
shopping and business area emphasizing it as an attractive
meeting place.

Plan for festivals, special events, celebrations, and a variety of community
activities on Main Street which will produce a vibrant healthy community
centerpiece. Working with UDOT, Midway should plan to occasionally close a
section of Main Street for special events. Traffic could be redirected from
Main Street and 200 West to other roads such as 100 West and 100 North.

Future development in this area should integrate harmoniously
along with the existing historic buildings, to create a lively and
comfortable district.

Midway must work with UDOT to assure that Main Street becomes more
walkable by lowering speeds and creating more crosswalks, including raised
crosswalks that will increase pedestrian safety. This is especially important in
the area around the Town Square, specifically on Main Street on the south
side of Town Square and on 200 West on the west side of Town Square. This
area should be developed for walkability and safety so the town core can
develop as a community gathering area that will act as a community plaza.

Work with UDOT to consider parking, park strips, and trees in the center of
Main Street that will also help control speed and will beautify this important
business and transportation corridor.

Promote more outside dining and gathering areas through design criteria and
incentives.

Promote compatible mixed-use developments along Main Street that will
create a comfortable community space and will help create service worker
housing that will benefit the businesses, residents, and visitors of Midway.
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Main Street Goals and Guidelines

Guideline 7: Adopt new setback requirements for the C-2 and C-3 zones. Development in
the commercial zone from 300 East to 200 West and around the Town Square
should be designed for walkability with buildings closer together and
buildings located close to the front lot line. Setbacks should be established at
0-20 feet maximum. Commercial development from 300 East to Hamlet Park
should have a “rural” feel with greater spacing between structures and
greater front setbacks. Setbacks should be established at 10-30 feet
maximum.

Guideline 8: Encourage the installation of bike racks along Main Street.

Guideline 9: Identify potential City parking areas that will service businesses along Main
Street, preferably in the center of the block, that will be landscaped and add
to the viability of the corridor.

Guideline 10: Work with UDOT to expand and beautify Main Street from 300 E to Hamlet
Park.

Guideline 11: Improve Michie Lane and 400 E so that they are functioning bypass
alternative transportation routes to assure through traffic does not need to
traverse Main Street.

Guideline 12: Minimize the number of driveways to Main Street for commercial and
residential uses for safety and aesthetic purposes.

Guideline 13: Require landscape plans for all commercial development that will be
reviewed by the Visual and Architectural Committee.

Guideline 14: Encourage new businesses to strengthen the downtown.

Guideline 15: Encourage the preservation of the traditional pastures that have been used
for grazing livestock along Main Street, possibly using open space bond funds
to help conserve the properties. Preserving agricultural properties will help
preserve rural, aesthetic, and mountain views from Main Street.

70
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Main Street Goals and Guidelines

Objective 2: Recognize historic homes and buildings.
Guideline 1: Verify historically significant buildings along Main Street.
Guideline 2: Evaluate the possibility of alternative uses for historical buildings.

Guideline 3: As older homes transition into businesses along Main Street, preserve the
green areas around these buildings by not overbuilding parking.

Guideline 4: Consider a local historic register to recognize structures and landmarks that
are of great importance to the community.
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Introduction

The identity of a community is in part derived from its past. The preservation of a
community's historic resources, celebrates its past while setting the stage for the future.
History is more than structures, it includes the rural feel and environment of the community;
open ditches, pot rock fences, and country roadways all contribute to the ambiance. Midway
recognizes that historic preservation is an essential element of its vision for the future and
has implemented many ordinances to protect its heritage. The attractiveness of the area, in
combination with population growth along the Wasatch Front, has led to the establishment of
bedroom communities and second homes in and around Midway. This development has
impacted the rural character of the valley and the small-town nature of Midway, in particular
its historic Main Street. Balancing new growth with preservation will be one of the
community's greatest challenges in the future.

Historic Registers

Midway was founded in 1866 as a fort to protect two nearby settlements. From the 1860s
through the 1880s, a large number of English, Swiss and other immigrants arrived to settle
the area, and the town was officially incorporated in 1891. Over the last 30 years, Midway
has been engaged in various preservation activities. In 2007, Midway received a Certified
Local Government (CLG) grant from the Utah State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to
conduct further research leading to the preservation of its historic architecture. Given
limited funds and increasing development pressures along Main Street, the City chose to
focus on that area by updating a portion of the 1984 Reconnaissance Level Survey (RLS)
and conducting an Intensive Level Survey (ILS) of selected resources along Main Street.
From this and other preservation efforts, Midway is creating a Local Historic Register,
identifying structures that are significant to the community’s heritage using methodology
that is very similar to that of the National Historic Register.
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Moving Forward

As growth pressures continue to build within the City, conflicts between redevelopment and
historic preservation may increase. Preservation measures that are too strict can slow vital
economic growth. Preservation measures that are too lenient may result in the loss of
valuable portions of the community’s heritage and character. Midway must work to find a
balance between economic development and preservation. Potential steps may include:

» Reaching out to owners of historic properties to determine their plans for the future of
their properties.

* Seeking for innovative solutions to reuse and redevelopment of historic properties.

» Educate residents and visitors on the historic nature of the City and the value that
preservation brings.

« Identify resources that will give owners of historic properties the recognition and support
they need.
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Historic Preservation Goals and Guidelines

Goal 1:

Objective 1:

Guideline 1:

Guideline 2:

Guideline 3:

Objective 2:

Guideline 1:

Guideline 2:

Objective 2:

Guideline 1:
Guideline 2:

Guideline 3:

To preserve the unique history of Midway.
Reform the Historic Preservation Committee.

The Historic Preservation Committee and the City Council should work
together to identify goals for preserving Midway’s history and heritage.

The Historic Preservation Committee should pursue sponsoring a booth at
Swiss Days and the 4th of July celebrations to raise awareness of Midway’s
history and raise money for preservation initiatives.

Work with the Midway Art Association and local businesses to create prints
of historical Midway buildings and other Midway scenes to sell to raise
money to support historical preservation initiatives.

Midway’s Historic Preservation Committee will work with the public to
preserve historic nature of the community.

Work with Wasatch County to identify historic buildings, locations and land
uses.

Utilize state and federal historic preservation agencies to identify tools for
preservation including grants and other funding options.

Recognize historically significant homes, buildings, and landmarks through a
local historic register.

Verify historically significant buildings within the community.
Evaluate the possibility of alternative uses for historical buildings

When reviewing historic structures, the Vision Architectural Committee will
take special considerations to preserve the historic character of the building.

/4
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Historic Preservation Goals and Guidelines

Goal 2: To preserve Midway’s heritage.
Objective 1: Preserve the heritage of Midway.

Guideline 1: Compile historic documents and photographs depicting Midway’s pioneer
heritage.

Guideline 2: Establish City sponsored pioneer-themed events that relate to Midway’s
history.

Guideline 3: Ensure that new buildings are compatible in size and do not distract from
existing historic structures.

Guideline 4: Create a walking tour of historic structures in Midway to help educate the
public of Midway’s heritage and post it to Midway’s website in a PDF format
that can be downloaded and printed to carry on the tour.

Guideline 5: Require public noticing if a historic structure is to be demolished or
dismantled so that the public can present alternative plans on how to
preserve the structure.

Guideline 6: Midway will lead the way by preserving City owned buildings and taking
special effort to safeguard the character of those public buildings.
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~ Parks, Trails, and Recreation

Introduction

Parks, trails, and recreation opportunities are a
fundamental part of every good community. The
City of Midway is very fortunate to be located in
an area where there are so many. The
development of the Wasatch State Park north and
west of the City offers many types of recreational
activities. These activities include both summer
and winter sports, i.e., snowmobiling, hiking, golf,
camping, and many more. Not too far from
Midway to the south is Deer Creek Reservoir
offering many additional recreational activities.
These two recreational activity centers combined
with the Middle Provo River, the surrounding
mountainous region, and the open space within
the City provide the citizens of Midway with an
almost unequaled balance in recreational
opportunities. Within the City are multiple parks,
playgrounds, and walking trails. The desire to
improve, expand, and enhance these facilities will
continue to be a high priority to both City officials
and the public.

Recreation

In addition to the many recreational activities listed
above, Midway, in coordination with Wasatch
County, can participate in multiple recreation and
sports leagues. Soccer, baseball, football,
swimming, and basketball are just a few of the
activities that youth can enjoy, while adults can
participate in softball and basketball. The facilities
for these activities are provided by Wasatch
School District and the County. As Midway and
the surrounding communities continue to grow,
additional facilities will be constructed.
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Parks

Park space is an essential element of the quality of life for
every community. Throughout the planning process, the

need to improve, expand, and enhance park facilities has

proven to be a high priority by both City officials and the
public. Midway City currently has approximately 19.3
acres of improved parks with additional land that can be

improved. As growth occurs City leaders will work to

provide a wide variety of park facilities, while balancing

community funds and resources. It is important that City
adopted maintenance standards are followed to ensure

parks and trails are beautiful, functional, and safe. For

additional information on parks, please see the Park

Facilities section of the Midway Capital Facilities Plan.

Parks, Trails, and Recreation
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Outdoor Recreation -

In addition to its beautiful
scenery, Midway is famous
for the variety of outdoor
recreational activities it
provides including:

Hiking

Fishing

Boating

Golf

Cross Country Skiing
Snowmobiling

Existing Park space Future Park Space Needed Biking

Park Acres Park Acres Horseback Riding
Town Square 2.5 22.74
Centennial 1.5 25
Hamlet 4.5
Burgi Hill 33.6
Alpenhof 2.6
Michie Lane 2.26 =~

38.36 Total 47.74) =

Combined: : ‘
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Trails

Midway residents have expressed a strong interest in
developing trails throughout the community as a valuable
amenity for recreation and transportation. Trails along
roads, waterways, hillsides, and canals offer residents
and visitors, walkers, runners, cyclists, and equestrian
safe routes for exercise and transportation separate from
the ever-increasing amount of vehicular traffic on local
streets.

As more of Midway is developed, opportunities for
providing continuous inter-connected trail corridors are
diminished. For this reason, the City has created a
Master Trails Plan and Trail Design Standards to address
the issue of trail development by making it a required
step in the land planning process, before available trail
corridors are lost. Trail connectivity is an important
priority for the overall effectiveness of the trail network.
Trail connections to destination points within Midway and
to destination points surrounding Midway are both high
priorittes.  The City is committed to making trail
development an integral part of ongoing planning
reviews, to provide a valued community amenity.

Trails Types

The trails within Midway are comprised of three typical
trail types:

*6-foot improved surface

8-foot hard surface

*natural surface

The Trail System Master Plan designates each trail as
one of these three types. Additionally, Midway supports
the creation of bike lanes on collector roads and
encourages each development to create its own interior
network of trails. Midway will also explore the possibility
of creating equestrian trail heads at strategic locations.
Midway will also actively pursue appropriate locations for
soft-surface trails, with an emphasis on equestrian trail
opportunities. For more information on trails, please see
the Trails section of the Midway Capital Facilities Plan.
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Equestrian Activities

It is important to describe horse trails in our General Plan to ensure continued equestrian
access and use in Midway. We feel it is an important part of our history, and something
that makes Midway unique and special. Therefore, in an effort to preserve these activities
which are undeniably rural, and which in turn help preserve characteristically rural vistas
that include fields, corrals, and barns, Midway's vision includes a plan to maintain in-town
shared use of trails and road shoulders for equestrian users, with the intent to provide
access for residents to nearby riding areas. The attached Trail System Master Plan map
describes that intention, by including some designated horse routes.
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Parks, Trails, and Recreation Goals and Guidelines

 GOAL L:

Objective 1:
Guideline 1:
Guideline 2:

Guideline 3:

Guideline 4:

Guideline 5;

. Guideline 6:

" Guideline 7:

| Guideline 8:

Provide facilities and opportunities in the community for a balanced
recreational program of physical and cultural activities for the
residents of Midway.

Maintain the master recreation plan for the City which identifies the current
and future parks, open space corridors and trail systems, to
accommodate the existing and future growth of the community.

Determine the functional classification of the existing recreational facilities
of the City with respect to parks, open space corridors, trails and other
opportunities for both active and passive recreation.

Coordinate and participate with Wasatch County for cooperation of
recreational planning within the County particularly with the planning
and development of the County fairgrounds and recreation complex.

Ensure that City parks, buildings, land and recreational facilities are useful
and attractive.

Park and recreational facilities should be planned and designed to meet
their proposed purpose and contribute to the design theme of the
community.

All future major developments shall be planned with trail linkages to the Trail
System Master Plan located in the Capitol Facilities Plan and Main Street
sidewalk system. All new development will be reviewed by the Parks, Trails,
and Tree Committee to help analyze trail and connectivity needs to better
design and-trail infrastructure to meet those needs.

It is important that Midway has adopted maintenance standards that are
followed to ensure parks and trails are beautiful, functional, and safe.

For the planning of new parks and redevelopment of existing parks a
community-based planning input process may be considered.

Encourage community involvement for maintaining parks and trails.
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Parks, Trails, and Recreation Goals and Guidelines

Objective 2:

Guideline 1:

Guideline 2:
Guideline 3:
Guideline 4:
Guideline 5:
Guideline 6:
Guideline 7:

' Guideline 8:

| Guideline 9:

| Guideline 10:

Incorporate plans, programs, and funding sources to meet the present and
future recreational demands of all sectors of the community.

Maintain a Capital Facilities Plan which incorporates a funding program for  the
construction of improvements to the City's recreational system. Civic
improvement  proposals should be determined for the entire
community and all costs, feasibility, and safety issues should be considered
including alternative funding sources to provide adequate
recreation improvements, such as impact fees.

Coordinate with surrounding communities to encourage intergovernmental
cooperation to meet the recreational needs of area residents.

Consider all funding sources, including bonds, and development
techniques that are available for parks, trails and recreational activities.

Regularly review and update the park and recreation impact fee based on park
development costs and the recreational needs of Midway residents.

Promote and solicit the donation of land, recreation and park
equipment by private and corporate organizations and recognize their support.

Maintain user fee schedules when an individual or group has exclusive use of a
publicly owned recreational facility.

Protect parks and recreational areas from incompatible developments and uses
on adjacent properties.

Establish standards for park and recreation facility maintenance to ensure a
well-maintained facility and foster an attractive and safe recreational
environment.

Collaborate  with  community groups and organizations for the
establishment and scheduling of community events and cultural activities
for the recreational benefit of Midway residents.

Maximize the use of existing public facilities within the community.
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~ Open Space Element

Introduction

The importance of preserving open space to meet the goals and objectives of the
General Plan cannot be overstated. Indeed, references to preserving open space
appear over 30 times throughout the foregoing chapters. Identifying, acquiring,
preserving, and maintaining open space is fundamental to Midway’s heritage, its unique
character, and its desirability as a place to live, work, and play. While previous chapters
have included open space concerns in implementing the specific goals and objectives
of the chapter, this chapter of the General Plan addresses the broader topic of
identifying, acquiring, preserving, and maintaining open space generally.

Open Space Vision

As set forth in Chapter 1, the Community Vision Statement of Midway “is to be a place
where citizens, businesses and civic leaders are partners in building a City that is family-
oriented, aesthetically pleasing, safe, walkable and visitor friendly. A community that
proudly enhances our small-town Swiss character and natural environment, as well as
remaining fiscally responsible.”

Open space preservation is a critical element in fulfilling the Community Vision
Statement in this General Plan. Specifically, the Community Vision Statement sets a
goal for Midway “To be a beautiful, organized small-town community based on its distinct
history of agriculture, open space and recreation.” Goal 1, Community Vision Goals and
Guidelines, Midway City 2017 General Plan, pg. 9. Guideline 5 seeks to implement this
goal by “Encouraging the preservation of prime agricultural land and open space within
Midway and the surrounding valley.” Midway City 2017 General Plan, pg. 9. Preserving
open space will also help enhance Midway’s economics by conserving Midway’s
unigueness and character which will be a contributing factor for future tourism.

Defining Open Space

“Open space” may mean different things to different people. To some, open space
is sufficient space between houses in a subdivision so that neighbors have “elbow
room.” To others open space is unobstructed views of the mountains and ridgelines
surrounding our valley. In the context of this General Plan, open space is both and
much more. Midway embraces a comprehensive definition of open space.

184]
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Defining Open Space

As used throughout this General Plan open space includes the following:
Agricultural land (crops and livestock)
Environmentally sensitive lands and slopes
View corridors along streets and roads
Setbacks and open space in developments
Parks
Trails
Wetlands
Wildlife habitats
Buffer zones
Conservation easements

Effective Open Space Use

Open space is not — and cannot be — an end in or of itself. Rather, various types of
open space, such as listed above, are used as tools to help design/create the future of
Midway City, as captured in the Community Vision Statement. Different open space
tools are applicable to different city design objectives, each of which has a unique
purpose. These design objectives provide the necessary next level of detail for related
open space planning, consistent with the Vision Statement and Midway values. Note
that while open space is a critical element in realizing each of these design objectives,
there are other important elements as well — e.g., city code. Also note that public debt
financing will be required in some cases, as described in section: “Identifying and
Acquiring Open Space”.
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Effective Open Space Use

There are five Midway design objectives requiring use of open space tools.
They are:

1. PRESERVE INTER-CITY SPACE

Today Heber Valley-wide views — such as seen driving into the valley —
provide a clear sense of separate cities: Midway, Heber, Charleston. These
are connected only by expanses of “rural-ness”/agriculture. As seen in
many places — Wasatch front in particular — cities tend to “sprawl” together
into a single urban mass. As one of the fastest growing counties in the
USA, Wasatch is certainly susceptible to this. Preserving Midway City’s
unique rural setting in relation to other population centers in the Heber
Valley might involve, for example, acquisition of non-development buffer
zones in strategically located places. These buffer zones will preclude the
urban sprawl that could turn Midway into an undifferentiated collection of
roof tops in an ever-expanding asphalt and concrete landscape.

2. PRESERVE MIDWAY’S UNIQUE CHARACTER

Midway City has a multi-faceted character, including clearly rural older
areas, and newer developments with typical suburban character. The
historic rural areas provide the city with a unique character / atmosphere,
supported by readily visible in-town agriculture (cow & pasture ambiance),
country-feel roads (grassy shoulders, open ditches), in-town barns and other
historic buildings, etc. Preserving this character may require not only
acquisition of selected in-town open space currently in agricultural use but
may also require city code and planning support. Unlike the concept of
buffer zones to counter urban sprawl, this objective focuses on potentially
non-contiguous areas where this unique character is readily visible and is
intended to prevent its destruction from further development.
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3. CREATE LOCAL NEIGHBORHOOD “OPENESS”

A sense of spaciousness in residential communities is provided by large
setbacks, establishment of view corridors through restriction on view
obstructing fences or structures, small community use areas (playgrounds,
etc.), larger lot size zoning, and density regulations. For the most part,
these features are required by city code, and not realized by open space
acquisition. Recent revisions to city code have supported this objective, and
further revisions can assist in its further realization.

4. PROVIDE PUBLIC RECREATION VENUES

This objective primarily focuses on parks, trails, and outdoor recreational or
athletic venues. A separate chapter in the General Plan addresses these.
They are included here in acknowledgement of their importance in an
overall open space plan, and the potential use of open space public debt
financing in their acquisition / construction.

5. AGRICULTURE

Agriculture is an important part of Midway’s history and is still essential to
Midway today. It is the hope that agriculture will continue in Midway and will
help preserve the essence of what Midway has always been. Alfalfa fields,
pastures, dairy operations, hobby farms, equestrian activities all help
preserve Midway's character. The preservation of agriculture creates a
beautiful community that residents and visitors are all able to enjoy.

These design objectives elaborate on the Community Vision Statement and
further define the City’s values and priorities for open space. Use of limited
city resources in the acquisition or preservation of open space demands
disciplined focus, ensuring each acquisition is well purposed to its
respective design objective.

|87 |
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Identifying and Preserving Open Space

Before open space can be preserved, it must first be identified. In identifying open space,
the City will be guided by the city design objectives listed above, insuring prospective
properties are well matched to intended purposes. In addition, the City will also be
guided by the following general values and principles, which are applicable to all
acquisitions regardless of purpose.

Avoiding Ownership: With some exceptions, it is generally not in the City’s interest to
hold title to real estate. Where possible, it is desirable for property to remain under
current ownership and be maintained primarily for its current general use. ldeally, open
space is preserved through acquisition of some or all development rights, or the creation
of conservation easements while legal ownership of the property remains with the willing
landowner.

Benefiting Midway’s Citizens: Open space acquisition or preservation proposals must be
evaluated with the benefit of the citizens of Midway in mind. For Example, since
significant aesthetic value is a clear benefit of most of the different design objectives, the
acquisition or preservation projects should ideally be located in positions of clear and
frequent visibility to a significant number of Midway citizens — for example, along main
access or collector roads, roads frequented by many on day-to-day travel, or from
viewpoints shared by many.

Leveraging and Partnerships: Where possible and practical, the City will work with other
organizations, agencies, groups, and individuals who will share the costs of open space
preservation projects. With the obvious exception of zoning and land use regulations or
a gift of an interest in land, such as development rights or a conservation easement,
acquisition of open space requires money. From the City’s perspective, the funds to
acquire and preserve open space can be raised by issuing municipal bonds, general tax
revenues, or new taxes designated for open space acquisition. Grants from both
governmental sources as well as charitable organizations may be available and usually
require matching funds from the City. By creatively leveraging grants and tax incentives
to willing landowners who are interested in making a charitable donation of land,
development rights, or conservation easements, the City can acquire and preserve open
space at a fraction of the cost to taxpayers that outright purchase would require.
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Identifying and Acquiring Open Space

Midway has enjoyed great success with $5 million open space bond that was approved
in November of 2018. Hundreds of acres are preserved because of the opportunities that
presented themselves because of the bond money which include the Kohler Dairy,
portions of the Mountain Spa property, and parcels owned by Kem Gardner, of which one
46-acre parcel was gifted to Midway. There is strong support in Midway for a future open
space bond. The 2018 bond helped preserve large agriculture fields, a future bond might
also consider language specific to also preserving smaller parcels in Midway, including
parcels along Main Street which would help preserve the feel and character of the
Midway everyone loves.

In the context of this Plan, and depending upon the precise type of open space to be
preserved, acquisition of open space can take several forms but are not limited to the
following:

Density requirements in zoning regulations

Setback requirements in zoning regulations

Purchase of land in fee simple by Midway City

Purchase of the development rights to the land by Midway City

Acquisition of a conservation easement

Accept a gift of either land or development rights donated by the landowner

Partner with charitable land preservation organizations to purchase the land, the
development rights, or conservation easement

Support and encourage charitable land preservation organizations in their efforts to
purchase land, development rights, and conservations easements

Preserving open space can range from reasonable land use regulations, such as
setbacks in residential neighborhoods, to partnering with willing landowners and other
entities, organizations, and individuals to create a conservation easement on a large
parcel of agricultural land.




T’ Goal 1;

Goal 2:

Open Space Goals and Guidelines

| Objective 1:
Objective 2:
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Establish a systematic process to identify and acquire open space to
fulfill the objectives and goals identified throughout this Plan.

Support a committee of citizen volunteers to serve as an Open Space
Advisory Committee to assist and advise the City Council on open space
matters.

Establish an ongoing relationship with Wasatch County Open Space
Board to stay abreast of county-wide open space initiatives and concerns
and to represent Midway City’s interests at the county level.

Establish an ongoing relationship with land conservation organizations and
other land preservation organizations.

Solicit feedback from residents of Midway on open space issues and
provide information to residents on the importance of and
desirability of preserving open space.

Develop informational materials in various media formats to distribute to
residents.

Conduct “town hall” type meetings from time to time to solicit input from
residents on open space preservation projects.




Midway City 2023 General Plan

~ Open Space Element

Open Space Goals and Guidelines

. Goal 3: Follow the priorities, values, and principles set out in this Chapter when
considering any open space preservation project or proposal.

. Objective 1: Establish a systematic process that will insure each of the priorities,
values and principles set out in this Chapter is followed in each open
space preservation project or proposal.

Objective 2: Create a public record of how the priorities, values, and principles guided
the approval or disapproval of all open space preservation projects or
proposals that involve the expenditure of public funds.

- Objective 3: Educate and assist willing landowners in pursuing open space land
' preservation.

. Goal 4: Use all available tools and avenues to help preserve open space.
. Objective 1: Consider land use laws that will help to preserve open space.

- Objective 2: Inform and educate the public of existing tax laws, such as greenbelt
and urban farming, which reduce property taxes for farming operations.

Objective 3: Work with open space preservation organizations such as Preserve
Midway, Summit Land Conservancy, Utah Open Lands etc. to conserve
open space in and around Midway.
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