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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE



HB 501 – WATER MODIFICATIONS 
(BOLINDER)

• To qualify for receipt of state funds for water 

infrastructure or water development, a public water 
system or wastewater system shall raise their rates.

• Fee is determined by Water Development 

Coordinating Council using the following formula:  

                Median Adjusted Gross Income 

                                     X

         1.5% (if water only or wastewater only) or

         3%    (if both water and wastewater)

                                     X

                 Number of connections



HB 501 – WATER MODIFICATIONS 
(BOLINDER) – 1ST SUBSTITUTE

• Changes in substitute:

• Exempts secondary water (Ag already exempt)

• Removes 2031 mandate for all systems

• Funds would now stay with local system rather than 
districts to then be distributed by the state.



SB 279 – STATE HOMELESSNESS CAMPUS 
NEIGHBOR TAX CREDIT

• Would enact a nonrefundable income tax credit 

(not property tax) for an owner of property 
adjacent (1 mile) to a homeless service campus in 

an amount corresponding to 50% of the property’s 
taxes.
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S.B. 97 1st sub Property
Tax Rate Amendments

(D. McCay)

Staff Recommendation:
D Da

1. Tax entity may not raise prop. tax more than 5%

2. Change def. of "locally assessed new growth"
a. current definition, "minus any change in value to

property as a result of physical improvements, that is

less than 200% higher than the taxable value of the

property for the previous year"

3. "Project area new growth" for certain entities does not

include a change in value for tangible personal property

a. cannot count improvements until they are complete

1st SUB

1. fund balance limit reduced from 35% to 25% for cities

2. Residential exemption: 1 per household; rebuttable

presumption that business entity owned house doesn't

qualify
3. prop. tax cannot be in reserve fund for capital

improvements
4. certified tax rate won't include interest from investment

DRAFT

LEGISLATION

S.B. 97 Property Tax
Rate Amendments

(D. McCay)

1. Taxing entity may not raise property tax

more than 5%

2. Change definition of "locally assessed new

growth'
a. current definition, "minus any change in value to

property as a result of physical improvements, that is
less than 100% higher than the taxable value of the

property for the previous year"

3. "Project area new growth" for certain

entities does not include a change in value

for tangible personal property
a. most tax increment financing tools
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HB 236: Truth in Taxation

Amendments (K. Peterson)

Staff recommendation:

Position pending

public concern that entity has started their new budget

by the Aug Truth in Taxation hearing & thus the tax

proceeds

Part 1: required preliminary property tax increase

meeting

In May/early June, taxing entity shall notify public of the

intent to raise property taxes

shall do May/June mtg or you can't do Aug TinT hearing

notice & meeting shall include "approximate" dollar and

percentage amounts

Part 2: "tentative operating budget"

Adopt a budget that does not include the proposed

property tax increase revenue

Present an "alternate tentative budget" with the

proposed tax increase revenue
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HB TBD: Rep. Karen
Peterson

Truth in Taxation

Amendments

Staff recommendation:

Problems to solve:

public concern that entity has started their

new budget by the Aug Truth in Taxation
hearing & thus the tax proceeds

Part 1: required preliminary property taх

increase meeting
In May/early June, taxing entity shall notify public of the
intent to raise property taxes

shall do May/June mtg or you can't do Aug TinT hearing
notice & meeting shall include "approximate" dollar and
percentage amounts

Part 2: "tentative operating budget"
adopt a budget that does not include the proposed
property tax increase revenue
present an “alternate tentative budget" with the
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H.B. 184 Local Land Use

Revisions (R. Ward) 1st
sub

"Preferred land use reg"=starter home, 5,400 sq. ft lot

Rep. Ward: "make it less bureaucratic to build"

Process: Applicant submits a request ("sketch") that a

city accept a preferred land use regulation

City staff shall determine compliance in 5 days

If city staff determines compliance, then planning

commission or legislative body has 30 days to approve

or deny request for preferred land use

To deny, planning commission or legislative body shall

make findings on record

On day 31 without city action, deemed approved

Jan 9 LPC advisorv slido: 74% concerned
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Original bill:

이

sponsor intent: facilitate re-purposing school building

H.B. 241 S1 Charter

School Amendments

(C. Pierucci)

charter school would have first right for closed school

property to submit bid

- current law: "eligible entity" gets 90 day first right

- "eligible entity" = population density of 3,000 per

square mile; only a fraction of cities qualify

Staff Recommendation:

Sub: (passed committee on Fri 1/30)

"eligible entity" AND charter school each have first right

for 90 days

if both submit, then school district decides

District consideration includes community benefit
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H.B. 381 S1 Electric

Mobility Device
Amendments (P. Cutler)

Staff Recommendation:

Position Pending

이

Prohibits modifying or tampering with equipment on ebike

or $100-250 fine

Prohibits individual or business from renting/loaning a

class 3 ebike to anyone 16 yrs or younger or without a DL

Requires individuals under 21 yrs old wear helmets while

operating ebikes on a highway

Requires DPS to create and administer a personal e-vehicle

safety course

Prohibits person from operating a personal e-vehicle on a

highway unless they complete the course.

Prohibits individual or business from renting/loaning a

personal e-vehicle to an individual under 18 yrs unless they
show proof of course completion

Personal e-vehicle = electric assisted bike, high powered
electric device, motor assisted scooter

Property Tax Bills Position pending on all for one more week
SB 97 & 5% cap:

•

Hurts cities that haven't raised prop. taxes
이

Limits on property tax will hurt small cities/towns the most

93 cities & towns could not raise property tax more than $5k
only 62 of 257 cities could raise property tax to hire a police officer at the median salary

($77k)
HB 161/HJR 7 & shift 55/45 to 40/60:

• Impact on cities with small non-residential tax base

would it a) be revenue-neutral, & b) benefit homeowner?

HB 236 & "operating budget" & earlier meeting:

Willingness to have an earlier req'd meeting

Plurality expressed  a willingness to follow the operating budget concept but concern

about process, timing of data, form of gov't, definitions, "operating budget" details

• Jerry Stevenson (D6) Nate Blouin

(D13)

Retiring Legislators

Senators

• Ann Millner (D5)

Representatives
Matthew Gwynn (D6)
Karen Peterson (D12)
Karianne Lisonbee (D14)
Stewart Barlow (D17)

•

· Sandra Hollins (D21)

Bridger Bolinder (D29)
Carol S. Moss (D34)

Cheryl Acton (D38)

이 Mike Kohler (D59)

이

Tyler Clancy (D60)
Christine Watkins

(D67)








